The isolation of citric acid derivatives from Aspergillus niger.
A strain of Aspergillus niger was cultured from a soil sample collected from Five Islands Provincial Park, Nova Scotia, Canada. Extraction of fermentation cultures revealed the production of significant levels of dimethyl citrate (1) and trimethyl citrate (2), as well as a small amount of dimethyl oxalate (3). This appears to be the first report of the production of methylated citric acid derivatives in a filamentous fungus.